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Suyeon KIM

Korean artist 
Born in 1986, lives and works in Seoul 

Just two of us Suyeon Kim takes a unique approach to creating three-dimensional objects 
based on images and texts drawn from botanical works, encyclopedias, and chunhwa 
albums. She then transposes her research into still-life paintings, substituting these mental 
(figurative) images with material forms that together constitute an entire symbolic library. 
Specifically, her process involves collecting photographs, constructing three-dimensional 
objects, and then interpreting them pictorially. Through this system, Suyeon Kim explores 
the relationships between image and object, flatness and volume, sensation and testimony, 
figuration and symbolic representation.

Recently, the artist has focused on transforming weather phenomena such as rain, wind, 
rainbows, sleet, and snow as well as the subtle emotions associated with the weather—into 
visual images. Suyeon Kim demonstrates a consistent interest in ephemeral phenomena 
such as temperature and humidity. This interest suggests that her paintings are an attempt to 
capture “what we wish to continue contemplating.” Her work thus emerges from a combination 
of observation and representation, reflection and imagination, while not neglecting the role 
of chance throughout the creative process. For Suyeon Kim, painting becomes a medium 
that records the traces of fleeting sensations and ephemeral moments. Many of the weather-
related subjects the artist explores have existed and have already vanished. Her practice thus 
develops a constant pictorial meditation on presence and disappearance.

The series “Just the Two of Us” visualizes the invisible elements of temperature and humidity 
as a tangible backdrop, against which fleeting meteorological phenomena—symbolizing 
raindrops, lightning, and snowflakes—intertwine with the emotions of love. As the title 
suggests, each image features two subjects coexisting within the same frame. Through this 
composition, Suyeon Kim sought to express a structure in which the two are not alone because 
they are together, and in which they face each other like mirrors reflecting one another. The 
snowflake with eyes is an image inspired by a childhood memory. “My strict mother often 
told me: ‘Even when you’re alone, nature is always watching you, so you must behave well and 
live properly.’ ” The paintings depicting human eyes attempt to express complex emotional 
states related to love: the person left behind, the one who has left, a state of coexistence after 
separation, and perhaps the sensation of observing oneself. In Suyeon Kim’s work, the role 
of shadows is significant. When we physically perceive the weight or presence of something, 
we imagine whether even a fleeting shadow—though it disappears quickly—might still exist 
for a brief moment. In Suyeon Kim’s paintings, the presence of shadows embodies a desire to 
prolong the moment of existence, just a little bit longer, for the duration of an echo.
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2024, Mixed media
53 x 45,5 cm

2 200 €
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SEE GALLERY – 84 RUE DU TEMPLE, 75003 PARIS 
OPENING HOURS : TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 2PM TO 7PM AND BY APPOINTMENT 

For any inquiries, please contact : Mr. Manuel GOMEZ 
EMAIL : mgomez.nsc@gmail.com
PHONE : 06 11 62 39 51
WEBSITE : see-marais.com
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